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CORE / ESEA Waiver Overview 
 
What is the CORE/ESEA Waiver?  Oakland Unified, along with seven other CA districts have 
been granted a federal waiver to implement their own accountability system for school quality.  
Below is a diagram outlining the key elements of the system.  Additional One-Pagers have been 
designed to provide more detail in each of these elements. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Replaced 
with  

NCLB (No Child Left 
Behind) 

Federal accountability 
system for school quality 

Community Engagement: 
School communities need to be well informed about the efforts to ensure school quality 

 
LEAD: Curtiss Sarikey, Deputy Chief Community Schools & Student Services 

Raquel  J imenez, Director of Community Engagement 

C.O.R.E.  (CA Office to Reform Education) Local 
alternative accountability system for school quality 

 
LEAD: Devin Dil lon, Chief Academic Officer 

School Quality Improvement Index 
 

A balanced set of indicators designed to measure school quality. 
 

LEAD: Jean Wing, Executive Director  
Research, Assessment & Data (RAD) 

 

PRINCIPLE 3:  
Effective Teachers  

and Leaders 
 

Implementing systems of 
evaluation and support to 

ensure high quality 
teaching and leadership in 

every school. 

 
LEAD: Brigitte 

Marshall,  
Chief Talent Officer 
Aaron Townsend, 

Director Strategic Supports 
 

PRINCIPLE 2:  
Differentiated 

Recognition, Supports,  & 
Accountabil ity  

 
Providing coordinated supports 

through pairing schools, 
communities of practice, and 

data-driven cycles of inquiry to 
support continuous improvement. 

 
LEAD: David Montes de Oca, 

& David Chambliss , 
Deputy Chief & Director 

Continuous School Improvement 

PRINCIPLE 1:  
Common Core  

State Standards 
 

Ensuring high quality 
instruction and academic 

achievement for all 
students aligned to the 

Common Core State 
Standards. 

 
LEAD: Devin Dil lon, 
Chief Academic Officer 


